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	1.
Introduction

Climate change has been recognized as a key environmental challenge that needs to be resolved on a global basis. It is estimated that ICTs contribute around 2-2.5 per cent of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and that these percentages are likely to grow as ICTs become more widely available. Given the unique strengths of the ITU- Development sector, it is proposed that WTDC-10 adopt a resolution on ICTs and Climate change that would provide a role for the ITU development sector in this context.

2.
Proposal
This proposal is submitted to WTDC in relation with the study on the evolution and convergence of the ICTs and Climate Change.
It proposes a new WTDC resolution as in the Annex describing the issue in details.




	ANNEX

DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION [APT-1] (Hyderabad, 2010) 

Information and Communication Technologies and Climate Change

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Hyderabad, 2010),
considering

a) that the issue of climate change is rapidly emerging as a global concern and requires global collaboration;
b) that the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) estimated that global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions had risen by more than 70 per cent since 1970, having an effect on global warming, changing weather patterns, rising sea-levels, desertification, shrinking ice cover and other long-term effects;

c) the Chairman’s Report adopted at the ITU Symposium on ICTs and Climate Change held in Kyoto on 15-16 April 2008 in order to raise awareness of the importance and opportunities of using ICTs to mitigate and address the effects of climate change;

d) that ITU, at the United Nations Conference on Climate Change in Bali, Indonesia, on 3‑14 December 2007, highlighted the role of information and communication technologies (ICTs) as both a contributor to climate change, and an important element in tackling the challenge;

e) the role that ICTs and ITU can play in contributing to the mitigation of climate change issues;
f) the importance of promoting sustainable development and the ways in which ICTs can enable clean development;
g) the continuous need to respond to ICTs & Climate Change throughout the world, and particularly in developing countries;

h) the Guidelines on the smooth transition of existing works on ICTs and Climate Change to the developing countries as adopted by Study Group 2 of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D),
considering further

i) the contributions of the ITU sectors (ITU- T and ITU-R) in considering climate change issues and the role of ICTs;

j) Resolution 35 (Kyoto, 1994) of the Plenipotentiary Conference "Telecommunication support for the protection of the environment";

k) Resolution 73 (WTSA 2008) which provided a specific role for the ITU-T sector in climate change issues;
l) the outcomes of the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum especially Opinion 3 on ICT and the Environment (Lisbon 2009);
m) the outcomes of the United Nations Climate Change Conference Copenhagen, Denmark 7-18 December 2009,
noting

n) the future work on ICTs and Climate Change including that of relevant ITU Study Groups ;

o) that the use of ICTs as key components of energy-efficient working methods enable the reduction of CO2 emissions, as achieved by the result of ITU the first Virtual International Symposium on ICTs and Climate Change on 23 September 2009 in Seoul,
resolves

1
to continue and further develop the ITU-D activities on ICTs and climate change in order to contribute to the wider global efforts to moderate climate change by United Nations,
instructs the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group

1 to develop the ITU-D work programme to include ICTs and climate change issues, as a priority, in order to contribute to the wider global efforts to moderate climate change, as part of the United Nations processes ; 
2 to consider possible changes to working procedures in order to meet the objective of this resolution, including extending the use of electronic working methods to reduce the climate change impact, such as paperless meetings, virtual conferencing, teleworking, etc.,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

3 to work together with the Directors of the Telecommunications Standardization Bureau, and the Radiocommunication Bureau to raise awareness of these issues as work progresses in their respective sectors;

4 to promote liaison with other relevant organisations in order to avoid duplication of work and optimize the use of these resources;

5 to report on progress on the application of this resolution annually at the TDAG meeting;
6 to encourage and assist developing countries to implement ICTs and Climate Change;

7 to organize, in close collaboration with Directors of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB), and Radicommunication Bureau (BR), workshops and seminars for developing countries, to raise awareness and identify key issues; 

8 to continue, within the mandate of the ITU, to establish a framework for international cooperation which will enable all those concerned (governments of develop and developing countries, international organizations, etc) to reduce emission of greenhouse gas (GHGs) ;

9 to establish a calendar of events relevant to ICTs and climate change based on proposals by TDAG and in close collaboration with the other two Sectors,
invites the Secretary-General

to continue, within the mandate of the ITU, to  cooperate and collaborate with other entities within the United Nations in formulating future international efforts for the effective addressing of climate change and to report the results of these efforts to the Council,
invites Member States, Sector Members and Associates

10 to continue to contribute actively to the ITU-D work programme on ICTs and climate change;

11 to continue or initiate public and private programmes that include ICTs and climate change, giving due consideration to relevant ITU initiatives;

12 to support and contribute to the wider United Nations process on climate change.
__________
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